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Please Join Us for

US Route 30 Master Plan
Community Workshop 2
Where Do We Want to Be? 

“Regional Scenarios”

January 18, 2007, 7:00PM to 9:00PM
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg
Chambers Hall - Hempfield Room
150 Finoli Drive
Greensburg, PA 15601

  Alexander J. Graziani, AICP, Executive Director
  724-836-7048
  contact@smartgrowthpa.org

US Route 30 Master Plan

Smart Growth Partnership of Westmoreland County
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg
166 Millstein Library
150 Finoli Drive
Greensburg, PA 15601 

www.smartgrowthpa.org

What makes a place special? Why are we drawn to 
some towns, shopping centers, or neighborhoods, 

while others leave us cold?  How can we make sure 
our communities are the kind of places in which we 

really enjoy living, shopping, and working?
These questions were explored at the first community 
workshop for the US Route 30 Master Plan. At the 
October 18th meeting, more than one hundred local 
residents and officials discussed the ways in which 
community design can make the difference between a 
delightful place and a dismal one.  Through hands-on 
exercises, participants examined typical places along the 
US Route 30 corr idor and identified specific ways in 
which design, land use, and transportation improvements 
can be used to shape the form and identity of such 
places in the future.  Participants were asked to discuss 
what they liked, disliked, and would change about 
each typical place.  Ideas included preserving farms 
and environmentally-sensitive areas, more mixed-use 
development, and concern for traffic and improving 
intersections along US Route 30. (continued on pg 2)

How might we balance the density, design, and 
type of growth along the US Route 30 corr idor 
in ways that support economic vitality, preserve 
environmental quality, and move traffic safely?  
And what are the implications of different growth 
patterns on the ability of each municipality to 
maintain high quality public services? 

Participants will discuss these questions and 
more at the second community workshop on 
January 18. Through gaming exercises and lively 
dialogue, participants will brainstorm possible 
growth scenarios, and talk about land use and 
transportation strategies that can help achieve the 
best blend of development and preservation in the 
years to come. 

The meeting will be on Thursday, January 18th at 
the University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg 
Chambers Hall from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  All 
area residents, merchants, and civic group members 
are encouraged to attend.  All ages are welcome - a 
table and materials will be available for children 
and young people to express their ideas, as well. If 
you need particular accommodations for hear ing, 
visual or physical disabilities, or want to share 
questions or concerns, please contact the Smart 
Growth Partnership at 724-836-7048. 

Visit the project website,  www.route30plan.com, 
to view the latest information on the plan.   

January 18th Workshop to Focus on 
Regional Scenarios

Workshop 1 Summary Workshop 2: Where Do We Want to Be? 
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Please visit our website at www.route30plan.com to view the latest news 
on the Plan.

Ideas? Questions? Contact Us!  

Project Working Group
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Workshop 1 Summary: Community Treasured Places Map

Workshop participants  were asked to identify their treasured places in the county. Many locations were mentioned 
multiple times. Each location is shown on the map. Please visit the project website, www.route30plan.com, to tell 
us about one of your “Treasured Places” along the US Route 30 corr idor.

Community Element Exercise and Enhancements 

Draft Optimal Corridor Conceptual Plan Presented to Project Working Group

What is a Community Element? 

Downtown Jeannette: Urban Mixed Use

Westmoreland Mall: Suburban Retail 

1/4 mile

1/
4 

m
ile

• A snapshot of a typical 
development pattern in a given 
region (Urban Mixed Use, 
Suburban Retail, Rural Village)

• ¼ mile circle represents a 
typical 5 minute walk,  or 
approximately 31 acres

• Helps us to compare the 
mixture of land use, density and 
infrastructure across place types

Participants at the October 18th 
meeting used the community 
element to examine the types of 
character istics that exist along 
the US Route 30 corr idor, and 
identified specific ways in which 
the land use and transportation 
strategies of the master plan can 
shape these essential elements of 
place to support a br ight future. 

Key design principles derived 
from the community element 
exercise include: 

• Walkability - Scale, safety 
and quality of network

• Accessibility - Distance 
to a destination, number and 
quality of connections, parking,      
bicycle network

• Quality - Jobs and local 
amenities, parks and recreation,      
aesthetics and safety,  mixture 
of use

The study team used these ideas 
to enhance selected community 
elements for future scenarios.

DEVELOPMENT TYPE URBAN SUBURBAN RURAL

MIXED USE MU-1: Greensburg
MU/E-2: Jeannette

MU-3: US 30 at irwin MU-4: village at Ligonier
MU-5: hamlet in Laughlin 

RETAIL (SEE MU ABOVE)
R-6: Hills Plaza, Irwin
R-7: US 30-981 intersection
R-8: Westmoreland Mall

(SEE MU ABOVE)

RESIDENTIAL RES-9: Sw Greensburg, SFH RES-10: Wimmerton SFH and MFH
RES-11: Irwin MFH RES-12: Hempfield Farm Subdivision

EMPLOYMENT (See MU/E-2 ABOVE) E-13: suburban office park
E-14: suburban offices

INSITUTIONAL I-15: Westmoreland Regional Hospital
I-16: Jeannette school I-17: St. Vincent College I-18: Ligonier school

OPEN SPACE OS-19: Lynchfield Park OS-20: Twin Lakes Park       

US-30 Matrix of Community Elements

A critical outcome of the US 30 Master Plan is a strategy to 
optimize traffic flow and safety along the existing US Route 
30 Corridor, without significant widening or construction 
of expensive bypasses.  At the December 1 Project Working 
Group meeting, the consultant team presented an Optimal 
Corridor Conceptual Plan which establishes a “best-case 
scenario” and allows study participants to assume that future 
roadway capacity would be improved to the optimal level 
possible through a program of relatively low-cost, practical 
improvements to the operations of the facility.   The plan 
includes improvements such as:    

• Intersection improvements such as turning lanes, signage, 
and signalization improvements; 

• Access management opportunities to consolidate      
entrances, connect shopping centers, and develop parallel 
service roads; 

• Operational strategies such as medians, jughandles, U-Turn 
locations; and 

• Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) investments 
such as optimized traffic signalization; traveler information 
systems, etc.  

Modifications to the plan may be made as the scenario 
planning progresses and as further study is conducted.

Draft Optimal Corridor Conceptual Plan


